
What parent doesn’t love their 
child’s wide-eyed look as you 

sit with a book and share a story? 
Reading with children can be magical 
for both of you. And there’s hidden 
magic happening when you read!
Reading out loud enchants your little 
one, while inspiring an incredible 
amount of learning and development. 
Reading sparks your child’s imagination. 
It’s also a work-out for your little 
one’s brain – a cognitive gymnastics 
that stretches your child’s thinking 
muscles. And reading boosts 
your child’s vocabulary, laying the 
foundation for confidence in reading.
Something very fundamental and 
exciting happens when you read 
out loud together. As you read, your 
little one will grow in understanding 
how the sounds of letters create 
words and how words then line up 
to become sentences. And surprise, 
look how the sentences themselves 
are loaded with meaning!
It’s the magic of comprehension. For 
your child, it’s like a puzzle game, 
piecing together these elements that 
make up early literacy. These are crucial 
skills and are the starting point for 
everything your child will learn. Early 
literacy skills take time to develop and 
they are nourished each time you sit 
down together to read out loud.
Yet, reading is so much more than skill 
development. Reading out loud can 
be a cozy bonding time for families. 
Sitting with a book can be a shared 
moment of playful excitement or 
quiet relaxation. A ritual that brings 
you together, something for you 
both to look forward to in the day.

Here are ways to create 
magic when reading:
• Little ones love the rhythm of words 
and the changes in your voice. Let 
yourself be playful and expressive!
• Find books with a funny 
bone – and laugh together.
• Saying rhymes in a singsong voice 
and tapping in rhythm can charm busy 
toddlers – engaging them in story time.
• Take short bites. For very little 
ones, a page or two may be just 
right, letting them dip into the joy of 
reading and then be on their way.
• Find books about your child’s 
particular interests, and watch their 
delight as you turn each page.
• Create a book nook, a special 
cozy place for reading together.
• If there is a favorite phrase in 
the story, pause and let your child 
sing it out each time it appears.
• Play-act. For a book about a 
teddy bear, bring your child’s bear 
to the story and invite bear to act 
out scenes as they are read.
• Ask questions, such as for early 
readers, “Where’s the kitty?” Then 
help your child find it on the page 
until she can find it on her own.
• Take your child to the library 
and let him pick out some books 
that you will read together.
Every family will find their own story 
time magic. Experiment and make room 
for whatever brings you joy as you read. 
You will create sweet moments in your 
day, while your child gains lifelong skills 
and confidence in reading and learning.
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Magic Moments
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Inspiring your child’s creativity, 
thinking skills and desire to learn.
A warm, nurturing home away from home! 
• Infant through Pre-k   • Learning through play 
• Wonder-filled atmosphere   • Kindergarten readiness 
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